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ABSTRACT 



This report presents the results of a longitudinal study of 
1993-94 graduates of Florida's public high schools who enrolled in the 
Florida Community College System (FCCS) between fall 1994 and spring 1999. 

The study focused on three questions: (1) how many members of the class of 

1993- 94 were enrolled in the FCCS from 1994 to 1999? (2) What did the 

students want to achieve? and (3) What was the relationship between student 

intent and awards earned? The total enrollment of 1993-94 graduates during 

the 5-year period was 46,773, Enrollment ranged from a high of 31,331 in 

1994- 95 to 14,277 in 1998-99, Of the total enrollment, 69,7 percent of 

students wanted to earn an Associate of Arts (AA) degree at some point, 18.5 
percent wanted to earn an Associate of Science (AS) degree, 4.8 percent 
sought a vocational certificate, and 1.3 percent a credit certificate. 
Students earning an AA degree changed their intent less often than those 
earning an AS or certificate did. Four tables include: (1) public high school 

class of 1993-94 attendance in FCCS by program intent and award earned; (2) 
student intent by award received for AA, AS, credit certificate, and 
vocational certificate; and (3) award earned by award intent. (RDG) 
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Florida Public High School Class of 1993-94 
Introduction 

The Postsecondary Education Planning Commission (PEPC) has been following the public high 
school class of 1993-94 as they entered higher education. However, their longitudinal study has 
been limited to students entering either the Florida Community College System (FCCS) or the 
State University System (SUS) in the Fall 1994 term. This Data Trend expands upon that study 
by looking at students from that class who entered the FCCS at any time between Summer 1994 
and Spring 1999. 

In keeping with the original Legislative charge, the initial work done by PEPC was limited to 
Fall 1994 entering students who met the admissions requirements of the SUS. The cohort was 
then expanded to include all Fall 1994 entrants. This expanded cohort contained slightly over 
19,000 students in the FCCS. 

While this study provided some excellent information related to the specific legislative 
assignment, the FCCS felt it did not capture all of the students who would eventually enter that 
System. There were also concerns that restricting the cohort based upon initial student intent 
would exclude students who eventually earned an associate degree. For these reasons, the FCCS 
requested PEPC share the social security numbers of the students in their original public high 
school database. This Data Trend is based upon the results of matching the entire set of public 
high school graduates with five years of data contained in the FCCS annual Student Data Base 
files. 



Study Questions 

A goal of this study was to present a broader picture of what was happening to the class of 1993- 
94 than was presented by the PEPC Longitudinal Study. The study questions were 

• How many members of the class of 1993-94 were ever enrolled in the FCCS from 
1994-95 to 1998-99? 

• What did they want to achieve? 

• What was the relationship between student intent and awards earned? 

Results 

Although these students form the traditional cohort for beginning students in higher education, their 
enrollment patterns do not fit the traditional format. As seen in the differences between the number 
tracked by PEPC and the number found in 1994-95, many FCCS students are entering in terms other than 
Fall. The number of students enrolled in the FCCS varied from a high of 31,331 in 1994-95 to 14,277 in 
1998-99. These enrollments represent 46,773 students. This shows that many students are waiting at 
least one year before entering the FCCS. 

The second area considered was that of student intent. Part of the selection criteria used by PEPC was the 
program category assigned to a student by an institution. This data element has the advantage of 





reflecting the course work actually taken by the students. However, it does not necessarily reflect a 
student’s initial intent or that the outcome achieved was different from the student intent. 

The most prevalent intent was to earn an Associate in Arts (AA) degree. Of the 46,773 students 
attending, 32,623, or 69.7%, wanted an AA at some point. The Associate in Science (AS) degree was the 
second most sought outcome with 8,681 students, or 18.5%, of the group wanting that at some point. 

Four point eight percent (4.8%) wanted a vocational certificate and 1.3% a credit certificate. Student 
intent can and often does vary during the course of an academic career. Thus, just because a student 
wanted a certain award at one point in time does not mean that was their final intent. Table 2 shows the 
intent for each year of students who eventually earned the various awards. For example, 6,23 1 of the 
7,220 students earning an AA degree were enrolled in 1994-95. Five thousand two hundred and ninety- 
two (5,292) of those 6,231intended to earn an AA, but the remaining fifteen percent had other intentions. 
The remaining years and awards can be interpreted in the same manner. 

Another way of considering this question is, of those students who ever wanted a given award and 
eventually earned an award, did they earned what they wanted? Table 3 shows that of those students ever 
intending to earn an AA and earning some type award, eighty-eight percent did in fact earn the AA. An 
additional 4.2% earned an AS. Only 7.4% earned certificates instead of degrees. 

Conclusions 

High school students continuing their education in the Florida Community College System do not 
necessarily attend in the traditional ways. Of the students entering the FCCS within five years of 
graduation, about two-thirds did so the first year. About two-thirds of the first-year entrants began in Fall. 
If this attendance pattern is typical of current high school graduates, studies limited to the Fall term of the 
year following graduation will capture less that half of the students who attend within five years of 
graduation. While this attendance pattern is probably more typical for community college students than 
for four-year institutions, it needs to be kept in mind when designing research studies. The time covered 
by the annual Readiness for Postsecondary Education report is one year. This time frame often shows 
about one-third of a graduating class continuing in the FCCS. By extending the time to five years, this 
study showed that fifty-six percent of the class took courses in the FCCS. 

Community colleges offer a variety of services for students and many are unsure of their final intent when 
they first enter. Students earning an AA degree seem to change their intent less often than those earning 
the AS or a certificate. 

An ongoing discussion theme in higher education is the notion that community colleges "cool out" the 
aspirations of the students attending this type institution, i.e., diverting students headed for baccalaureate 
degrees into vocational tracks. This study indicates that the award earned by AA seeking students is the 
AA degree. 
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